
Maine to Be uug Out Whole--W
uilt AroMinidl Vessel.Fiiraa

ater-Tight Fence of Steel to Be
in Deep Sea Buirial
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VIEW OF WRECK OF MAIXB FROM AFT. BTflXIJrN'G A ST3MU, COFFER DAM.

y/tMlMtfm -wHl %e ot Mirxw type except thnt "pockets" ¦will bo drenlar lnstead
ot imiuire. Drlvlng thc ateel plllngs.

m. WATER-TIGHT FEIVCE OF STEEL. ONE OF TOE M"W STEEL COFFEB
DAM*. [ "W1MDCK OF THE MATVE. "DEAD BOIT" IN THE FOREGROUND.

BY .TOHN ELKRETTf WATKUVS.
"Washington, D. C.

The grlm skeleton that long has laln
it Uncle Sam'8 poater gate is at last
to be dlslnterred and searchsd for the
long-sought clue to the blackest marl-
tlme mystery that ever vexed the world.
The undertaker has been picked and ls
nll ready to ply hls spade. Er* long
the roron«>r wlll b<> sitting upon the
crumblcd hones and then.lest they
mlght rattle np;ain ln eomo nelghbor's
rloset.they wlll be conslgned for all
eternlty to the lothean depths.
"Kxcuse me, slr. but I have to in¬

form you that the shlp is blown up
and la slnklng."

N'early thlrteen years hav* ground
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yiioti a $4 or $5 Foot?
I will try and fit
it for
3AA Pairs Ladies' High Shoes
uu $4 and $5 Values, for -

Some of these shoes are stylish to the last stitch,
and some of them are not, but all are good shoes.
All leathers, broken sizes, you may have the foot
the shoes were made for.come early and try.
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Stylish, new, well-made, scientific lasts. All lea:
thers, all sizes, dependable materials. An economi-
cal shoe that will help reiu.ce the "High Cost of Living"

11 West Broad Next to J. B. Mosby & Co.

''by slnce that mld-February night when
"Brave Blll" Anthony, wlth uncanny
adherence to dlsclpllne, stepped lnto
his captaln's cabin, erocked hls heels
together, struck hls vlsor wlth hls
whlte-glnveri hand and thus announeed
the exploslon of the battleshlp Maine.
Meanwhile the llon-hearted prlvate of
marines has gone to a sulelde's grave,
and a hundred Inventlve genluses, am-
bltious to recover the wreck on a sal¬
ary or perc»rtag» basls, havo pre¬
sented to the, government a score of
odd schemea for "dlgging th* monster
out.

Intereaflng Sehrmen Consldered.
One proposltlon has been to calk thn

hull ad pump it. full of alr; anumer to
fill lt with paraffined cork and thus n\ at

t Other contractors have proposed to

ilnk blg dry docks on elther side of the
.vreck. connect rhem wlth chalns pass-
;d under the submerged keel, and, by
-luniplng them out, llft the Malne hlgh
inough for another dry dock to sllp
n underneath and sceop her^up. Still
>ther engineers and contractors havo
iresented plans for blowlng up tho
¦>attleshlp and rerovertng the frag-
nents.
Not untll the other day did the right

nan wlth the rlght scheme present
limself to the President. This waa

3eneral Willlam H. Blxby. the army's
lew chlef of englneers, who promptly
>btalned the Taft O. K. to hls plan. It
vas another case where simpllclty won.

A Gignntlc Cofferdnm.
A water-tlght fence is to be built

GEXERAI, WTI.LIAM H. BECBY.
about. the Maine. Then the sea water
Inside the Inclosure is to be pumped
out, leaving the wreck high and dry
within. That ls the scheme which has
been sealed wlth the Taft favor, and
General Bixby has just glven me an
hour durlng whlch he explalned the
details of the work, whlch ls to be¬
gln at once.

This water-tlght fence, or cofferdam.
wlll be 450 feet long by 300 feet wide.
and the area of dry harbor bottom
within will be over three acres ln ex¬
tent, when the pumplng ls completed.
ln the middle of thls space wlll rest
the Maine wlth a clearance of at least
rifty feet all around.

This wall wlll be bullt of successlve
cireles of steel pilinga of ingenlous de¬
slgn, a little over a foot broad, a half-
inch thlck ln the centre and slxty feet
long. They wlll be driven into the
harbor bottom to a depth of- fifteen
feet, which means that when pumped
out the great steel fence wlll be over
forty-flve feet hlgh, or about as tall as
a three-story house.
To make them water-tight the steel

plllngs have a unlque Interlocklng fea¬
ture. Viewe'd endwifee.1. e., seen in
cross-section.each of them looks llke
a long, sllm wrlst termlnating ut elther
end !n a half-closed hand, wlth thumb
bent and the line of the lingers curved.
So, If you wero to look down upon the
eofferduni lts top edga would look like
an endlcss chain of hands, eiich clasp-
Ing the othor. These Interlocklng
joints are self-calking and tender the
steel wall water tight no matter
whether they aro set to dcs'-tibo a

stralght line, a e.urve or an augle.
They n'eed no rlvets, sc.rows or bolts
aml a;. .soon as one h-s been driven
fifteen feet into the harbor bottom tho
near edge of the bottom of its neigbbor
will he fitted into the adjacent 'groovo
nt Its top uud dropped. Then the plle-
driver wlll do lts work. And after lhe
Maine lias heen r'ooovered tho pllings
will "bo pulled out one at a time. and,
very probably, sold back to the rotling
flrm which is supplyltig them.

Olicc More un Her Keel.
Tlio water inslde th,: !¦!« lOfCerdutu,

before pumplng, wlll averarrti about
[ th|rly-five feet ln depth and there wlll
he altogethef abdiit i.T'.whhi cublc feet
of vvater to b..- pumped out.. Atter this
water has been sucked up ths wivck
will befbraced all around und tno portlon.
of the hull Lhut Is found burried ln tho
tnuil wlll b'e uin'overed wlth shovefh and
will bo uneuwori'd wltli shovels ond
water j'j's, ne\y hrai-lug belng contln-
ually added nll tlu- whlle, ujitlj ilnally
tlio t'usti'd and batle'red man-of-war,
fedoonicd frory, more than n dozen
years' stiaia of silt and mud-, sits hlgh
ni.'d dry upon her koOl as sjlp WOUld
Ve ln dr.viloi'k. A t'li iwanl lhe i-nl'ro
bottom- of the I'oiforilaui will ho dpg
lnto and explored for fragmenls of
tho wreckage lyinc ulongsldo her. ,

government already had the services
of Ooneral Blxby, who ls recognized «R

thn most dlstlngulshed waterway en¬

gineer of thls countrj;.
Indeed. for thls branch of engineer¬

lng the government especially trainpd
htm at the beginnlng of hlK r.areer,
for as a reward for hls graduatlng at

Weat Point at the head of, his class he
was nent to France and given a post-
graduate course ln the National School
of Brldges. Hlghways, Rlver and Har¬
bor Improvement. He has been pres-
'dent of the Misslsslppl Rlver commls¬
slon for several years, and lt was he who
had charge of all that greet harbor and
channel Improvements on tne great
lakes between BuffaJo and Duluth, ln¬
eluding the channel connectlng Lakes
Huron and Superlor, and the great Sault
Ste. Marlc Lock.
He has also had charge of the lm-

provements of the entlre Ohlo Rlver,
as well as the upper Mlselssippl, and
last year he was assigned as special
advisory engineer to the National
Waterwayg Commission. In worklng
out the scheme for the recovery of the
Maine he has been advlsed by a board
of three engineer offlcers, Colonel W.
M. Black Lleutenant,Colonel M. M.
Patrick and Captaln H. B. Ferguson,
the last named among whom will have
'lirect charge of the work ln Havana.
To Seek Uotiea of Seventy-llve En-

tropppd Men.
Recovery ot the bones of the vlctlms

still ln the wreck wlll be a gruasorne
functlon of the corps of men at work
ln the cofferdam. The total comple-
ment of the Maine was 35a ofneers and
mon, of whom 253 were kllled or
drowned on the nis;ht of the1 explosion
and seven more died afterwards in the
hospltal, making a total of 260 vlctlms.
Altogether ITS bodies were recovered
from the shlp arid the surroundlng
waters, but seventy-flve corpses were
never found. How inany of thoso went!'
down lnslde tho hull and how many
floated out to sea nobody knows. The
work of caring for such of tho
remains as are found within the com-
partments of the wreck wlll probably
be supervlsed by a naval chaplain, who
will save every article whlch rriight
aid In Identiflcation.
Tho skeletons recovered wlll bo

placed ln caskets and borno aboard aj
naval vessel to the Arlington National
Cemetery, opposlte Washington, where
tho Malne's military mast wlll bo
erected as the crowning feature of
a memorlal monument to be dedlcated
to all of the victitns of tho tragedy
of February 16, 1898.

Cut lu Two aud Floated.
The wreck wlll he floated after lt

has been examlned by the .Spanish,
Ouban and American representatives,
bui thls cannot be offected until tho
bidly damaged portlon of the how has
been cut off. Thls havlng boen ac-
cfimplished, a water-.tight bulkhead pt
timber will be built across,the front of
tne romalnder of tbe hull.
Thls cutting of the ship In two ls

a almple matter, General Blxby tells
inc. Two or three years ago a big
vossol built up on tho lakes had to
bo taken, out to sea, but was found
to bo too long to go throug the looks
Of the Wellnrid Canal leadlng from
Lake Erie into Lake Ontario. So tho
owners placod her In drydock, out hor
in two, put a bulkhead in each open
erid und towed tho hnlves, separately,
out to tlio St. Laurence, where she was
pUt ln drydock agin and rlveted to¬
ne the r.

Tlio thiee-acre cofferdam about tho
M^lne wlll serve as a drydock fo'r thls
purpose, and after tlie blg bulkhead
has been put in placo the doors in
her compartments wlll ho closed. FI-
ii.illy all of hor leaks wlll be calked,

Spain Invileil to WnteU Work.
Spain has been Invlted to eend-to

Havana a rep'resontativo, who wlll be
givon access to the Maine as soon as
the coffordam has been tftiwatbred, and
a slmllar Invitation has ben sent to
Cuba, Tlie internatiopal aspect of the
undertaklug was one cause which
moved the President to intrust tho
delloa'to task to the army englneers,
laihoi than lo cdritraetbrs. Kconumy
was another eonsldeiaiioii, tor Cuba
had pffercd our goyerniltenl tho storBgo
yard; dcuk front, steam hoistors, drodg-
es, pilc-drivers und pumpiiig apparatuh
needed for the work, and thuso have
since been accar'*<t. MaraavflK. tho
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first touches lhe mounfaint_ ..
ccss compares-to an avatanche
sweeping down from lhe mounlain

lop, driving all imilations and
subslilufes before ii.
SNOWDRIFT is always U. S. Inspeclcd and
Passed. Avoid counterfeils as you would coun-
terfeit money. Snowdrill is heallhtuland pure.made from refined cotlon aeed oil, and oleo
slearine to give desired consislency and is unj-vMMlly known a* "tnr. »UmA»tA American »horiening". ll
ls told ky all rlealera In Iwich vriln lhe highest progresa, anrl
used" tn lhe leidlng koleli. esles am! rtsliuranU Inrougkoul

, lhe Upjted Sulea and CanaJa. C4

¦,\ m«eky THE SOUTHERN COTTON OIL CO.
WewYark NewOrlean* Savannah Chlcage

and after the wreckers have gathered
up nll of tho bow fragmenta the water
wlll be run back Into the cofferdam.
Then what remains of the old Matno
wlll rlae agaln to the bnaom, of the
sea and the steel plcketn of the grent
fenco wlll be pulled up.

Towed to Sen and Sutik.
The flnal dlsposal of the wreck wlll

be determined hy Congress soon nfter
lt oonvenes. Various offers hnve been
received from Interestd deslroua of cx-
hibltlng the recovered hull aa a whole
or ln fragmenta, and one appllcatlon
has beon made by a, concern offerlng
tho Kovcrnmnnt ono half the gate re¬
celpts lf allowed to make a ahow of
the recovered parts. From paat de-
bates ln Congress General Blxby aa-
aumoa that any pufrllc exhibit^on of

Are Imitated

t Imitators Can't Compete
When an article is standard it is imi¬

tated. Practically even,' Kitchcn Cabinet
made is modeled nearly as possible after
the HOOSIER. But yon won't find in
any Kitchen Cabinet the high-fcrade
material, the splendid craftsmanship, the
fine, durable finish that distinguishes every
Kitchen Cabinet with the HOOSIER
TRADE-MARK. And. remember, you
cannot --* HOOSIER QUALITY in any
other abi t sold as low as the HOOSIER gOOSIER SPEQAIl

Dining Room Furniture
You don't have to pay big

prices when you buy your Din-
ing-room or other Furniture
here.

All the latest styles and fin-
ishes, in eithe'r oak, mahogany
and Early English; all well dis-

played and easiest to see in the

largest showrooms in the South.

This Elegant
China Closet

of solid golden quartered oak,
bent glass ends and clawfeet,
panel back and worth double
the price we ask,
only. $10.85

Stove Department
Selling only highest grade

Ranges and Heaters at' extremely
lowest prices has made this the
busiest season in all the eleven
years of our business career.

PRICES TELL.
No. 14 Tiptop Hot-

Blast .

No. 16 Tiptop Hot-
Blast.

Airtight Heaters
for.

$8.85
.45

6& Action " Gas Ranges
Are the most efficient, economical and durable.
sell more Gas Ranges than any other store.

the wreck would he offenalve to Ihe
better eloment of tii«5 American publlc,
and that Congress wlll prefor that tho
Maln* be glven a deep-sea burlal nnd
be thereby dlspoaed of beyond resurree-
tlon," aa he put. it.

If thla burlal at. sea la decided upon
the body of the da,*d levlathan wlll bo
allowod to desccnd' gently 'into alm»
deep abyas far below th« reach of
pas.lng keela. The huratlng of her a*-

ccndlng bubhles wlll then b'p man's
last vlalble remlnder of our worst
tragedy of the sea, and only the moti-
slors of the shndowy renljn below tlie
waves wlll wltness lhe grndual dlsso-
lutlon of thn ono-tlmo tnajestlc war-
rlor.
(Copyrlght. UHO. by John Elfrnth

I U'atklns.)


